42 6                  CONTEMPORARY ESS A FS.

the hearts of men, that the Church is not an outward
kingdom, not a visible hierarchy, but that it consists
of those who are called to eternal life. In this speech
he enumerated the hindrances which prevent the
kingdom of God coming into the hearts of the Catholic
millions. They look for it in some visible authority,
but Christ says it is ' within you.' They are told to
hear mass, to receive sacraments, to pay according to
order, to keep fasts, to believe miracles, and then they
will be justified. In Christianity, religion is a life, but
with the multitude of Catholics it is a mere performance
of prescribed ceremonies. Religion is measured by the
number of prayers repeated, Christ made the highest
commandment, love to God and our neighbour, but
the Ultramontane Church makes it the highest act of
faith to think as the Pope thinks. Another hindrance
is the power of the priests over women in the confes-
sional. Thousands of upright women, who regard the
priest as standing in the place of God, obey him in every-
thing, and thereby break the peace of their families.
A third hindrance is the difficulty of providing for
the priests who leave the Vatican Church. A fourth
is indifference to truth. The Church is fruitful in
dogmas. It has so many that all the bishops in
Germany could not tell how many there are. The
Bishop of Breslau complained to the speaker that at
Borne he had placed before him a whole volume of
scholastic formulas to be received as dogmas. The
Pope is the interpreter of Scripture. The Pope is
tradition. "Whether or not he agrees with the Fathers
is altogether unimportant. Another great hindrance
is the conduct of the opposition bishops. They had